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RYLEY CARLOCK & APPLEWHIT ~~~~~ 

One North Central Avenue. Suite 1200 
i 2005 OCT - 3  A II: Ob Phoenix, Arizona 85004-4417 

Telephone: 602/258-7701 
Fax: 602/2 57-95 82 

Sheryl A. Sweeney (009863) 
Michele L. Lorenzen (019185) 

AZ CORP cot4 
~ O ~ U ~ ~ ~ ~ T  CONT3QL 

Attorneys for Sierra Negra Ranch, LLC 

BEFORE THE ARIZONA COR 

In the Matter of the Application for 
Extension of Water Utility of Greater 
Tonopah, Inc., an Arizona Corporation, for 
an Extension of Its Certificate of 
Convenience and Necessity to Encompass 
All or Portions of Sections 15,17 and 22, 
T2N, R5W, G&SRB&M, Maricopa County, 
Arizona ( m a  The Hassayampa Ranch 
Development) 

ORATION COMMISSION 

Docket No. W%-02450A-04-837 

SIERRA NEGRA RANCH, LLC’S 
APPLICATION TO INTERVENE 

Sierra Negra Ranch, LLC, a Nevada limited liability company, (referred to herein 

as “Sierra Negra Ranch”), through its undersigned counsel, and pursuant to Arizona 

Administrative Code sections R14-3-105(B) and R14-3-101(B), hereby applies to 

intervene in matters W-02450A-05-0430 and WS-02450A-04-837.’ 

In support of this Application, Sierra Negra Ranch states as follows: 

1. Sierra Negra Ranch owns land included within the Water Utility of 

Greater Tonopah, Inc.’s (“Greater Tonopah’s”) current Certificate of Convenience and 

Necessity (“CC&N”) in Sections 6 and 7, Township 1 North, Range 6 West, and in 

Sections 21,28,29, 32, and 33 in Township 2 North, Range 6 West, Gila and Salt River 

Base and Meridian, Maricopa County, Arizona. See Map, attached as Exhibit A. 

This application was originally presented to Docket Control and served on the parties on September 30, 2005. 
Docket Control requested the two case headings be separated, so the first page of the application was amended and 
separate applications are hereby re-submitted. 
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2. Sierra Negra Ranch owns all of Section 31, Township 2 North, Range 6 

West, an area for many years reflected in the Commission’s records as included within 

the CC&N of the West Phoenix Water Company, a defunct company. See Exhibit A .  

Section 3 1 is the majority of the land addressed in docket number WS-02450A-05-430. 

Greater Tonopah has neither facilities nor customers within Section 31, and Sierra 

Negra Ranch has not requested water or wastewater service from Greater Tonopah. 

3. Sierra Negra Ranch is concerned by current reports on file in the above- 

referenced matters between Greater Tonopah and Commission Staff regarding Greater 

Tonopah’s technical and financial capability to serve substantial future development 

within the Sierra Negra Ranch and surrounding areas with an integrated water and 

wastewater system. 

4. In docket number W-02450A-04-0837 (Hassayampa Ranch CC&N 

extension request), Commission Staff reviewed seven of Greater Tonopah’s individual 

water systems, and concluded that only one of the systems has adequate production and 

storage capacity to serve existing customers. See StaffReport in Docket No. W-0245OA- 

04-083 7, Executive Summary. 

5 .  In both of the above-referenced cases, Staff recommend several conditions 

be imposed upon Greater Tonopah before the requested CC&N extension will be 

granted, each of which may strain the resources of a small company, especially while 

the company struggles to provide arsenic treatment before the January 2006 deadline. 

6. Further, it appears in docket number WS-02450A-04-837, that a separate 

company is expected by Greater Tonopah to provide wastewater service to the 

Hassayampa Ranch development. 

7. The Sierra Negra Ranch property will likely be developed in the next few 

years into a master-planned residential community, and will require an integrated water 

and wastewater operation and management system to effectively and efficiently provide 

water, gray water, reclaimed water, and possibly underground water storage and 
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vithdrawal services to future residents. In accordance with Clean Water Act section 

!08 requirements, wastewater service will likely be provided by a regional wastewater 

;ervice provider that will serve the Sierra Negra Ranch and surrounding properties. 

8. The reasons cited above provide good cause for Sierra Negra Ranch's 

ippearance in both of these matters, and Sierra Negra Ranch's presence and testimony 

will not unduly broaden the issues to be considered by the Commission. 

For these reasons, Sierra Negra Ranch, LLC has substantial interest in both of the 

ibove-referenced matters, and hereby applies to intervene in both matters. 

RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED this 30th day of September, 2005. 

RYLEY CARLOCK & APPLEWHITE 

Sheryl A. SGeeney U 
Michele L. Lorenzen 
One North Central Avenue, Suite 1200 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-4417 
Phone: (602) 258-7701 
Fax: (602) 257-6924 
Attorneys for Sierra Negra Ranch, LLC 

[ hereby certify that I have this 
3rd day of October 2005, 
served the foregoing document on 
all parties of record in these 
proceedings by hand delivering an 
original and thirteen copies to: 

Docket Control 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1200 W. Washington St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
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I hereby certify that I have this 
3rd day of October 2005, served the 
foregoin document on all parties 

hand delivering a copy to: 
of recor f in these proceedings by 

Marc Stem, Administrative Law Judge 
Hearing Division 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1200 West Washington 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

ChristoDher Kemdev. Chief Counsel I 4 ,  

Legal Division 
Anzona Corporation Commission 
1200 W. Washington St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Diane Targovnik 
Legal Division 
Anzona Corporation Commission 
1200 W. Washington St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Ernest Johnson, Director 
Utilities Division 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1200 W. Washington St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

William P. Sullivan 
Curtis, Goodwin, Sullivan, 

Udal1 & Schwab, P.L.C. 
2712 N. Seventh St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85006- 1090 
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